SCIENTIFIC CHALLENGES AND MORAL DILEMMAS

This workshop shall deal with central issues in contemporary applied ethics. We shall
focus on moral dilemmas which arise, due to recent developments in science and
technology, in the areas of medical ethics, bioethics and environmental ethics. More
particularly we will discuss moral quandaries related to euthanasia, cloning and the
protection of the environment. We will take into consideration material coming from
various sources, drawing on the relevant philosophical bibliography, public debates in
the media, political confrontations at a global level, as well as artistic creation, especially
literature and cinema.  We will reflect upon theses and arguments put forth by
philosophers, social scientists, artists and policy makers, in different forms, and try to
reach some preliminary conclusions about theoretical proposals and practical guidelines
which may affect the welfare of citizens of contemporary states, but also of future
generations. The films and the novels that will be discussed include Bladerunner
Gattaca, Never Let Me Go, and The Sea Inside.
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